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Mathematics KS1

The following activities, provide creative 

opportunities to consolidate students’s 

knowledge and understanding of Mathematics. 

The range of art and drawing projects are 

based around NC objectives for Mathematics so 

that the pupils continue learning a core subject 

whilst developing their art and design skills.
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YOU WILL NEED

Year 1

£�À4 art paper provided by Drawings by Me

£�ÃëÚðâçà�éÞçÜâå

£�2D shapes

£�ÏÚéÞë�ìáÚéÞì

£�ÂèåèùëÞÝ�éÞçÜâåì��æÚëäÞë�éÞçì��ÜáÚåäì�ÚçÝ�éÚâçø

OBJECTIVE

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�åÞÚëç�øè�ëÞÜèàçâìÞ�ìâæéåÞ�éÚøøÞëçì�ÚçÝ�ùìÞ�èçÞ�èë�æèëÞ�ìáÚéÞì�

    to make patterns.

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�åÞÚëç�øè�ëÞÜèàçâìÞ��çÚæÞ�ÚçÝ�ÝëÚð�Üèææèç�2D shapes e.g. 

    rectangles, squares, circles and triangles.

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�ùçÝÞëìøÚçÝ�ÚçÝ�ùìÞ�ïèÜÚÛùåÚëò�ëÞåÚøÞÝ�øâæÞ�ìÞêùÞçÜâçà�ÞïÞçøì�

����âç�ÜáëèçèåèàâÜÚå�èëÝÞë�ùìâçà�åÚçàùÚàÞ�Þ�à��ÛÞßèëÞ�ÚçÝ�ÚßøÞë��çÞñø��Ěëìø��

    today, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, afternoon and evening.

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�åÞÚëç�øè�ÜèçøëÚìø�åâàáø�ÝÚëä�ÚçÝ�áèø�ÜèåÝ�Üèåèùëì�ðâøáâç�øáÞâë�ðèëä�
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Instructions
Discuss 2Ã�ìáÚéÞì�ðâøá�øáÞ�ìøùÝÞçøì�ÚçÝ�âçøëèÝùÜÞ�øÞëæì�ìùÜá�Úì�ÞÝàÞì�ÚçÝ�ÜèëçÞëì��Àååèð�ìøùÝÞçøì�øâæÞ�
to share verbally describing the shapes to each other.

Model an example of using a shape to create an abstract pattern and explain contrasting colours.

ÏëèïâÝÞ�ìøùÝÞçøì�ðâøá�À4, landscape paper and plastic shapes to draw and create their designs.

Colour the pictures using pencils, crayons, paint, markers or by sticking shapes onto the paper. Use bright 

and bold patterns so that the shapes stand out.

Outline the shapes using black maker pen.
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ÒøùÝÞçøì�ðâåå�ÜëÞÚøÞ�Ú�éÞëìèçÚå�éâÜøùëÞ�ùìâçà�Ú�ìâçàåÞ�
shape to create an abstract pattern. Once the shapes 

are drawn they could choose from a range of media 

including; colouring, painting or sticking shapes onto 

the paper. Discuss with the class the features of the 

different shapes as well as contrasting colours so when 

the picture is complete the shapes stand out.

Activity 1 

Shape

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Instructions
Discuss with the students the differences between night and day and the different things that they do in 

the morning, afternoon, evening and night. Establish what differences they observe as a day progresses 

such as changes in temperature, light and dark etc. Discuss hot and cold colours.

ÏëèïâÝÞ�âååùìøëÚøâèçì�èß�çâàáø�ÚçÝ�ÝÚò�ÚçÝ�ÞñéåÚâç�øáÚø�øáÞò�ÚëÞ�àèâçà�øè�ÝëÚð�Ú�éâÜøùëÞ�øè�âååùìøëÚøÞ�ÝÚò�
and night using contrasting colours.

Îç�À4 landscape paper, divide the paper in half. Model drawing a picture across the middle.

ÄçÜèùëÚàÞ�øáÞæ�øè�øáâçä�ÚÛèùø�øáÞâë�áèùìÞ��Ú�øëÞÞ�èë�Ú�ěèðÞë�ÚçÝ�øáâçä�ÚÛèùø�øáÞ�Üèåèùëì�øáÞò�ÜèùåÝ�ùìÞ�

Draw and colour or paint the pictures.

Finally, outline the features and detail with a thin marker so that they stand out.
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ÒøùÝÞçøì�ðâåå�ÝÞìâàç�Ú�éÞëìèçÚå�éâÜøùëÞ�âÝÞçøâßòâçà�øáÞ�
differences between night and day discussing the 

different types of activities that they do at various 

points in a day.

Activity 2 

Night and Day

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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YOU WILL NEED

Year 2

£�À4 art paper provided by Drawings by Me 

£�ÃëÚðâçà�éÞçÜâå�

£�2D and 3D shapes

£�ÂèåèùëÞÝ�éÞçÜâåì��æÚëäÞë�éÞçì�ÚçÝ�éÚâçø

£�ÒéèçàÞì

£�÷âëëèëì

OBJECTIVE

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�åÞÚëç�øè�æÚäÞ�ÚçÝ�ÝÞìÜëâÛÞ�ìáÚéÞì��éÚøøÞëçì�èë�éâÜøùëÞì�

   using solid shapes and templates.

£�ÒøùÝÞçøì�ÜÚç�èëÝÞë�ÚçÝ�ÚëëÚçàÞ�ÜèæÛâçÚøâèçì�èß�æÚøáÞæÚøâÜÚå�èÛöÞÜøì�âç�

   patterns and sequences.

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�ÛÞàâç�øè�ëÞÜèàçâìÞ�ÚçÝ�âÝÞçøâßò�Ú�åâçÞ�èß�ìòææÞøëò�

£��ÒøùÝÞçøì�åÞÚëç�øè�ìéèçàÞ�éÚâçø�øè�ÜëÞÚøÞ�âçøÞëÞìøâçà�ÚçÝ�øÞñøùëÞÝ�

    backgrounds.
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ÒøùÝÞçøì��ðâåå�ÜëÞÚøÞ�Ú�éÞëìèçÚå�éâÜøùëÞ�ÝÞïÞåèéâçà�
their own ideas using a range of 2D and 3D shapes to 

draw around. They will learn to sponge paint a 

textured background to highlight the content of their 

pictures. 
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Activity 1 

2D and 3D shapes

Instructions
Discuss 2D and 3D shapes with the students and introduce terms such as edges, sides, faces, vertex and 

ÜèëçÞëì��Àååèð�éùéâåì�øâæÞ�øè�ìáÚëÞ�ïÞëÛÚååò�ÝÞìÜëâÛâçà�øáÞ�ìáÚéÞì�øè�ÞÚÜá�èøáÞë�

Model how to sponge paint a background gently patting the paint on the paper to create texture.

Explain the next stage of the picture whilst the paint dries and model holding shapes carefully and 

drawing around them accurately.

ÒøùÝÞçøì�ìéèçàÞ�éÚâçø�À4, landscape paper and leave to dry.

Using solid, 3D shapes the students draw around the shapes to create their own individual picture.

Once the drawing is complete, colour the pictures with pencils or marker pens and outline so that the 

shapes stand out.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Instructions
Explain the term symmetry and allow students the time to go around the classroom with a mirror looking 

at different objects when the image is symmetrical.

Model how to sponge paint a background gently patting the paint on the paper to create texture.

Once dry, fold the paper and demonstrate creating a symmetrical picture by painting one side of an 

image, folding along the line of symmetry and pressing to print the mirror image. For example, painting a 

ÛùøøÞëěò�ÚçÝ�ÚÝÝ�Ú�ëÚçàÞ�èß�Üèåèùëì�ÚçÝ�ìáÚéÞì�øè�ÜëÞÚøÞ�ÝÞøÚâå�

ÎçÜÞ�øáÞ�éùéâåì�áÚïÞ�ÜèæéåÞøÞÝ�øáÞ�ÛÚÜäàëèùçÝ�ÚçÝ�ìòææÞøëâÜÚå�ÛùøøÞëěò��ÝÞïÞåèé�øáÞ�éâÞÜÞ�ßùëøáÞë�Ûò�
either outlining or colouring sections using pastels or crayons so that the detail stands out.

ÒøùÝÞçøì��ðâåå�ÜëÞÚøÞ�Ú�éÞëìèçÚå�éâÜøùëÞ�âååùìøëÚøâçà�øáÞâë�
understanding of symmetry by creating either an 

âæÚàÞ�èß�Ú�ÛùøøÞëěò�èë�Úç�âçÝÞéÞçÝÞçøåò�ÝÞìâàçÞÝ�
abstract picture. 

Activity 2 

Symmetry
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1.

2.

3.

4.
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